
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

How God Sees Us 

 

     Have you ever met or known someone whose life seems to be all messed up and on 

the rocks and we quite bluntly say, “Now there is someone who is on the road to ruin 

(perdition).” But if we were in similar circumstances, we would never say the same 

thing about ourselves. Neither people nor governments seem to notice what it is that 

they are doing that is wrong. So, it would be wise if we all tried to step out of ourselves 

and take a good at how God sees us. Only then may we be able to correct ourselves and 

change our ways of living and acting before it is too late. 

     Jesus said that when we see clouds in the sky we can tell that rain is coming. When 

we feel the wind blowing from the south, we say, “It is going to get hot.” “If you can 

interpret the signs in the sky, He said, “why can’t you interpret your present time?” 

     Let’s face the facts. None of us can change history. We can’t change the past. What is 

done is done. But we can do an awful lot to shape the future. And a good way of 

starting is to learn from the past. It has been said that not to know history is to risk 

repeating it.  

     If we don’t learn from the past, then many evils most surely will happen over and 

over again. And if we don’t study our own personal history, we will most likely be 

committing the same sins till the day we die and they put us in the coffin. 

     We all know that it is because of the tremendous influence of sin in us that we do the 

things that we don’t want to do. And this tells us that we are saved from hell ONLY by 

the grace of Jesus Christ. That doesn’t mean that we are to give up. We are not to stop 

trying to ‘keep from sinning.’ I feel sure the saints spent their lives trying to avoid sin. 

And even though they may have failed at times to control their sinful tendencies, still 

they certainly did learn to control many of them.  

     It is imperative that we examine ourselves. Study our history. And then learn from it. 

It is only then that we have a chance of becoming better people. 

 

 


